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MR LINCOLN'S RECORD..No. I.

In the month of February last, when the per¬
sonal friends and office-holders of President Lin¬
coln began to agitate for his re-nomjnation by the

Republican party, Mr. Horace Greeley, the ed¬
itor of the New York Tribune, in apublio appeal
against tho expediency of sOoh a step, wrote as

follows :

".Shall toe renominate Mr. Lincoln, and endeavor to re-

mroduce,ao far as may be, I860 in 1804 ? My judgment in-
dicates a different policy, a different purpose. 1 do not
beiievp that the course which a true, intelligent regard for
the President's own httppiuess and fauie would pre¬
scribe Were ha now to announce his per¬
emptory withdrawal from public life ou the 4th of March,
1865, the closing year of his Presidential term would be
on* of the proudest and happiest of his life But
let him be a candidate for rivnominatiou and re-elec
tion, and all this will be tadly different Hie disas¬
ters, the burdens, the dtbts, the hopes deferred of the last
three years uil all be revived to his prejudice, and pa-
rmded before the public eye to his injury It wil be> iu
listed, so long hb it cau bB without too ready confutaton,
that his re election implies a repetition of all that was un-

ftrtunute and discreditable in the recent hiitoryof our coun

Iff? with interminable war and immeasurable debt. The
Acts that Jackson and Clay alike condemned tbe re-elec-
tion of a President in office, that both parties have assort¬
ed the correctness of the oie-term principle, that no Pre¬
sident has for thirty years been re-t lected, though several
hare sought to be, will all be considered to hi* disadvan
Uge; tbe popular belief that the re-election of a Presi¬
dent involves the retention in office of the great mm of
his appointeeb.every thing would work against h m "

Suoh were the public considerations which in¬

duced this warm political lricnd of the President
to oppose his re-nomination, with the possible con¬

tingency of thereby perpetuating for four jcars
aoro il the disasters, the burdens, the debts, and
the hopes deferred," which have marked his Ad¬
ministration of the Government during the pre¬
sent term. "Everything," say* Mr. Greeley,
"would work against him." It ii impossible to

find terms more expressive in which to convey the

writer's sense of Mr. Lincoln's want of qualifica¬
tion for the high tffioe to which he was raised four

'. years ago, and to which he agaiu aspires by favor
of the Baltimoro Republican Convention.

|l Now that he has been plaocd in re-nomination

before the people, notwithstanding his repeated
pledges to deoline a re-election, and notwithstanding
the reluctance of a large part of his political friends

to see him in that attitude, it becomes our duty to

investigate with candor the claims on which he

challenges tho popular suffrages, that we may
¦ee how far Mr. Greeley was right when he iden¬

tified his past Administration of the Government
witJP (i disasters, burdens, debts, and hopes de¬

ferred." And to this end we propose to take a review

of the military and civil career of President Lin¬

coln duiing the last three years and a half, that the

people may judge whether, in the idea of Mr.

Greeley, it would be expedient and wise "torc-

^roduco 1860 in 1864." We commence with hi<

Military Record. ,

The Hon. Henry J. Raymond, the editor of the

New York Times, and the biographer of Mr. Lincoln,
thus refers in bis " History of the Admitiitration
of President Lincoln " to what he calls the Presi¬
dent's military experience. We quote from the
18th page of the volume, where Mr. Raymond
gtys:
.'When tte Black Hawk war broke out in 1842

Lincoln Joint d a volunteer company and wan made ctp-
taia. he was an efficient, fnitbful officer, watchful of bis
Ben. and prompt in the discharge of duty* and hi* courage
aetf "patriotism »br»nk from no dangera and bardhlnps
Thus the commander in chief of our armies has not been
Without bis bit of military experience--much more, in
fact, than the most of our brigadier generals had had be¬
fore the eonimrncrtnent of the war."

As Mr. Lincoln's biographer appear* to lay
much stress upon this military experience of tho
President qualifying him to fill tho responsible
post of oommander-in-chief of the armies of the
Union at the prceent time, when a million of mc^

*re in fhe field, we are sure that the reader would
like to t c Mr. Lincoln's own estimate of the mili¬

tary c>pcriencc so highly prized by his admiring
b oyrapht Accordingly, wc quote from a speech
delivered y Mr. Lincoln in tho House of Ilcprc-
fen ,at.ivcs >n tho 27th of July, 1848, as found in
tho Appendix to the Congressional Globe, 1st Ses¬
sion of 30th CoDgrcss, paga 1,042. We infer from
\t that Mr. Raymond magnifies the position of Mr.
Lincoln mi the Black Hawk war, as it seems that,
lie o: tried a musket and not a sword in that cam¬

paign. Mr. Lincoln said:
V By the wsy, Mr. Spnaker, did you know thnt I am a

military hero? Yes, sir, in tbe days of the Black Hawk
.".ar, I t'onght, bled, and came away, tprakmg of Gen.
Cass's ciw«er reminds me of my own. I wan not at Htill-
tnan's defeat, but I was about as near it ss Cass was to
Hull's surrender; and like him I »aw the plnce soon after¬
wards. It is quite cer.ain that I did not break mynword,
f. r I bad none to br«sk ; but ¦ bent a musket pretty bsdly
cn one occasion. If C'b»s bri ke his sword, tho idea is, he
broke it in desperation ; I bent the musket by acci¬
dent. If Geo. Cass went in advance of*me in picking
whortleberries, I guess I surpassed hiui in charges upon
the wild onions. If he a*w sny live fighting Indians it
waa mora tnan I did, but I had a good many bloody strug¬
gles with the musquitoes; and, although 1 lever fainted
from lues of blood, I can truly say 1 was often very
hungry. Mr. Speaker, if 1 should ever conclude to doff what¬
ever our Democratic friends may suppose there is of black

' rockaoe Foderalimn about me, and thereupon they shall
take me np as their candidate for tbe Presidency, I protest
they shall not make fun of me, as they have of Gen. Cass,
Jfcy attempting to wiite me into a military hero." #

As it is not the Democrats but the Republicans
ffho have committed the imprudenooof first taking
up Mr. Linooln as their candidate for the Presi¬
dency, and of now writing him into a military hero
on the strength of his experience in the Black
ifawk war, we hope that in respect for his protest
they will equally have a oare not to " make fan ''

of him on a subject is to which in 1848 he seemed
to be particularly sensitive, though not unwilling
Id " make fun " of himself.

Sometimes, however, it is a sad thing for a na¬
tion to have as its commatder-in-obief a man who
" makes fun " of very serious things. And in the
beginning of the civil troubles which bave since
darkened and desolated our land, it is known that
Mr. Linooln, then the President elect of the nation,
oould see io the premonitions of a great popular
convulsion nothing but signs of an " artificial crisis."
On his way to Washington, when seven States had
proclaimed themselves, through their Conventions
«out of the Union," and when all the national
forts located within their bounds were seized and
held by a disaflected and insurgent population, with
the single exception of Forts Sumter and Pickens,
he proclaimed in jocular tones that "nobody was

hurt," and that all the excitement which had been
raised "down South" was nothing more thin such
a crisis as might be gotten up at any time by tur¬
bulent men aided by designing politicians. To this
effeot he spoke at several points on his way from
.Springfield to Washington. We will cite but a

single instance or two, selecting in the first plaoe
from the remarks made by Mr. Lincoln at Pitf-I
3' i

P.osylvania, on the 15th of February,
85»

° qUOtG fr°m Mr' Raymond's biography,

sssasss®s«s|1"""n'r"dk b» "ur

bui.' ¦»»». by nV.,"ne by
To the same effect he spoke on the 15th of Feb-1

ruary, in Cleveland, Ohio, as follows:
a.?ss^ssa1.,is-"js.f!"?'tion in fact i»i.B T. ? n. 11 3Mf> no founda-

itctnnot be argued downM"d' T- th? "*y'n«

of itself. [Laughter ]* ' U mlt 8°down
Such was the festive spcech and such was the

prescience with which President Lincoln acceded
to the Presidential chair, at a time When the hearts
0 good men and sagacious patriots were failing
them for fear cf the things to come on the land.

Safely installed in the Executive Mansion, what
1 Mr. Linooln do ia order to assuage the " artifi¬

cial ' excitement at the South ? Ho hid said at
cvtland that "if wo would let it alcne it would

go own of itself; and many who wore very far

^rom concurring with him in the opinion that the
crisis" was an artificial one believed that this was

the best mcde of treating it.
A week or two after the inauguration of Mr.

Lincoln it was authoritatively «given out" that
this " let alone" policy would bo purtucd by the
Administration in regard to the insurgent States,
and that, in order to avoid all occas:on of offence,
our garrison would be withdrawn from Fort Sum.
ter, the only print of irritating contact in the
South. A few weeks later Mr. Linooln, acting
under what "pressure" we are not able to say, re¬
considered this determination and dispatohed an

expedition to Charleston harbor for the purpose
of reinforcing Major Anderson, peaceably if allow-
ed, if not by force. Tho expedition was placed
under the command of Capt. Fox, tho present
energetic Assistant Secretary of the Wavy.
We all know what was tho upshot of this expe¬

dition, which, though it failed to reinforce Fort
Sumter, gave- to the iosurgents just the pretext
they wanted for lighting up the flames of civil
war. But perhaps it is not generally known that
the expedition failed through the neglect of the
President to furnish to Capt. Fox tho co-operation
of a war vessel, which he had made a condition of
the expedition. On this point we have to cite tho
following extract from a letter addressed by the
President to that gentleman, under date of May
1st, 1861. (See Bcport of tho Secretary of the
Mavy in relation to armed vessels, p. 607 :)
"Mv Dpap h,o t .

" Waahibgtojt, mat J, I8T.1.

il.H iKtl »; ? sincerely r^ret that the failure of
nrr! nf

Dp provision Fort Huroter should bathe
.
of *Dy annoyance to ynu. The practicability of

i'llai* wellTown In ^ brou*b' t0 l,,,t reaaoo of
nr K i u .k .

0 ,D adt,ance to be possible and not im-
probfb.e, ihe tuCs, an essential part of tbe plan, never
reached, the Rr..uud, while by an accident, for which y,.u

111 n" w,"° responsible, and p.ssibly u. l0mf ej,fnl

S'"r 'r", °

y u "/great importantr to (he enterprise."
Thus, by the violence of tho insurgents on the

one hand, and by the departure of the President
from his promised "let alone" policy on the other,
the nation was plungori into civil war. Whether
tl-o crisis was an "artificial" one may be read in
the scenes which have ensued since that fatal 12th
of April, 1861, when the attack on Fort Sumter
bneame the signal for which the zealots on both
sides were waiting in their ca^ness to begin the
dreadful f,ay. Whether the President " under¬
stood his epoch" may be read in all that he sai.l
before the conflict was precipitated, as it may be
seen in what he has done since the bloody issue
was joined.

1 he nation sprang to arms at his summons, con-1
tained in his proclamation of April 15, 1861,
calling for 75,000 men for three months. He
judged this forco sufficient to defend the national
capital, and to recover tho national property seized
by tho insurgents in the Seceded States, to wliirfi
latter task bo announoed its first efforts would be
directed. We need not say that it never engaged
in this enterprise, as the President had so miscal-
oulatod thenaturo of the "artificial crisis" that he
was compollcd to retain nearly the whole of the
" three months' men" for tho defenoe of Wash¬
ington.
When Congress met in extraordinary session on

the 4th of July, 1861, ho recommended as fol¬
lows :

«*;,h- "«.' »'r
ra

f °°°>¦»'s"3sr--
°r;i byh* r

dred millions of dollars no* iTatss t { "J
was ,he deht of our Revolution «*.* w rsm7outoftZstruggle; and tbe money value In the oonntry Jrtw beaM
.ren a greater proportion to what it was th,L t .

the population. 5urely eaoh wan has aa stroog a motive
now to preserve our liberties aa each bad then to establishthem.

" ^ right result at tbis time will be worth more to thewoild tban teu times the men and ten times tbe money.
L i ^'idenoe reaching uafrom the country leaves no doubtthat the material for the work ia abundant, and that itneeds only tfce hand of legialittion to give it legal sanctionand the band of the Executive to give it practical shapeand tffieienry One of the greatest perplexities of the Gov
ernment is to avoid receiving troops faster than it can pro-vulefor (htm. In a word, the people will save their Gov¬
ernment if the Government itstlf will do its part onlyindifferently well."

Such was Mr. Lincoln's estimate of the "crisis"
when, oeasing to be " artificial," it had passed, in
July, 18G1, into an armed sedition, threatening
the safety of the national capital, and drawing
eleven States in its train. If four hundred thou¬
sand men and four hundred million dollars were

plaecd at the control of the Government the con¬
tent would be " short and decisive !" And such
was then the martial and patriotic spirit of the
people that one of tho greatest perplexities of the
Government was to avoid receiving troops faster
than it could provide for them. Well might Mr.
Lincoln say that " the people would save their Go¬
vernment, if the Government itself would do its
part indifferently welland as the Government
is not yet saved, after two millions of men have
been put in the field for three years, and of er a

debt (f more than two thousand millions has been
contracted, it is only just to iifer, according to
Mr. Lincoln's own admission, that the Govern¬
ment has not done its part even indifferently well.

o

Mil. LINCOLN'S BECORD.No. II.

In a few weeks after the opening of the conflict
precipitated by the bombardment of Fort Sumter,
the New York Tribune, which thus early showed
itself to bo tho power behind the President strong¬
er than the President himself, demanded that " the
war should bo closed ia triumph within one year
from the time it was commenced." These were

the words it held on the 19th of Juno, 18C1:
. " On the advent of tbe next spring peace should assert
its benignant rule; labor and industry should return to
their fields and their *h< pa ; trade and commerce should
resume their accustomed channels ; lean ing, geniu<, and
virtue nfcould once more pursue the even tenor of their
way ; and our civil inntituiions, restored to their firm foun¬
dations, should receive more than the wonted regard and
affection of our people, because of the trying ordesl
through which they have parsed Whether to accomplish
this eud, ere another hut hchh n opens upon us, will requre
half a million of men, and fiv>i hundred millions of money,
we know not."

In the same article it said :
" In subduing a revolt, if a Government allows the con¬

test to become an equal one between the loyal forces and
the int-urgeuls, what would otherwise have "terminated in a

single short, sharp, but thorough and final collision, ex-
pm.dn uit') the proportiona of a campaign, with its fk>r-
mishes and siege*, and their alternating reverses and tri
umpba. And, if tbis equilibrium of force's is permitted to
continue through many months, a rebellion, which might
have been crushed by i.no prompt battle, wideus into war
on a gigiiitic scale."

This theory was entirely correot, but, as in t'je
case with the most of the Tribune's theories, it was

wrongly applied to tho facts of the oase. Presum¬
ing that 75,000 three months' men were quite able
to bring on a single " short and sharp but tho¬
rough " collision which would end the rebellion,
tho Tribune began at once to raise the cry of u on

to Riohmond " Gen. Soott resisted, knowing the
want of preparation on the part of our authorities
for an offensive movtdicnt, but the more he resist¬
ed the more vehemently did the Tribune shout
u on to Richmond." Such was the phrenzy raised
by the cuckoo-cry throughout the country, and
suoh the cffect of its rifle* action on an Adminis¬
tration which takes its impulse from external " pres¬
sure," that, in the end, the President and Gen.
Scott both yielded, and the battle of Bull Run
was fought on Sunday, July 21, 18131, to apptase
the clamors of the Tribune. It was the first fruits
of the " pressure^' which has since brought forth
other fruits after its kind, in the shape of oivil and
military disaster.

Five days after the disaster and rout ot Bull
Ruo tho New York Times in its issue of July 26,
1861, wrote as follows :

"The queation ia, who decided that the attack ihould he
madel Who determined that tbe road to Richmond
abould be by Manas-hi Ju'ictir n T Who is responsible for
tbe pla t of operations by wbicb a ba'tle at this point, se
lect< d by tbe rebels themselves, admirably adapted for de¬
fence, fort fied through three long months of incessant
labor, accessible to thrir reinforcements from both direo
tious, and in all respects precisely such a position a* they
might wi»h to make it, became a matter of necessity T The
paragraph quoted above, for the purpose of relieving tiic
Preiidriit and Cabinet, throws the responsibility upon
Oen. Scott. We h«ve not the slightest desire to involve
tbe President and Cabinet in any responsibility that does
not belong to them; but, on the other band, we do not in-
tend that Oen. Hcott shall be loaded with blame ft* acts
which were done by others. We know that Oen. Hcott
Mas opposed to ihi* plan of the campaign from the begin¬
ning ; be deemed it unwise to make Richmond the main
point of the movement; but after that had been decided
against, him, be *a< opposed to marching against it by tbe
longest and most difficult route, through a country every
Lot of which would be obstinately defended, and which
iiiu*t be held by a strong force aft*>r it had once been taheu.
I bis we know to bo true.and in spite of the delicacy of
tuch disclosures, we nhall hot hesitate to state the author¬
ity for it. It is that of Oen. Hcott himcelf.
"On the Tuesday preceding the battle,Oen. Soott,at his

own tnble, in presence of his aids and a single guest, dis¬
tuned the wh< li« subject of tbis war, in all its parts, and
with th-» utm< st clearness and accuracy. He had a dis
tinct and well defined opinion on every point connected
with it; and stated what his pi n would be for brmgixg it to
a close, if the management of it bad been lelt in bis hands.
The main object of ihe war, he said, was to bring the peo
pi a of tbe rebellious States to feel the piessure ot the Oov
eminent; to compel them to return fo tbeir obedience and
b.yalty. And tbia must be done with tbe least possible
expenditure of liie, compatible with the attainment of tbe
object. No Chiistian nation can be justified, be said, id
waging war in such a way as shall destroy five hundred
aud one lives, when the object of the war can be attained
at a cost of five hundred. Every mtn killed beyond the
uumber absolutely required is murdered. Hence, be
lo< ked upon all shooting of pickets, all scouting foravs not
required in order to advance tbe general object of the war,
all destruction of life, on either side, wbioh did not con¬
tribute to the general result, as so many aota of unjustifia¬ble homicide.

" if the matter hud been left to him, ho said, he would
have cummeneed by a perfect bbekade of every Southern
port on the Atlantic and the.Oulf. Then Be would have
collected a large force at the Capital for defensive pur¬
poses, and another largi one on tbe Mississippi f.ir offen¬
sive operations. Tbe summer months, during wbioh it is
madness to take tr ops south of Ht Lou.s, should have
been devoted to taotical instruction; and, with the first
frosia of autumn, he would have taken a column of 80,000
well-disciplined troops down tbe Misaiaaippi, and taken
every important point on that river. New Orleana includ d.
It could hart been done, he said, with greater rate, with less
loss of life, and with far more importmnt results than would
attend the marching of an army to Ruhmond At eight
points tbe river would probably bave been defended, and
eight battles would bare been necessary but in every one

«

"SZ 't' .iti.'h".LT.ki.,p6r'1,1' °TV
But I am only a subordinate It i. L *" my plara

;?r "bx;;to-Uo^Z,tzr.;s.K27- tsiskaSSSHK-^sS
Z"iiT£'J 10 ^b»u"J,°."tofTto.oZr*J

i.0̂vrz?/;j.*dzrLr1.r,°;u"i.,s
*¦ ^:p;;,';:,J tuv!'.fi;?.S;.:4,'
ifl am^ordi 1°f? ^ mutl not hM m< respunsiil,
it Hot I k ^etunewd, 1 *bull oiid. avor to do
on of th«T rrfeCt'y We" that h-ve no e l

spsili^s
.sSisSSS5?
before 1 flm ready, they ohall not //./^̂
throw their i«.<pou*ib;iity on mySide./'^ mU8t UOt

Suob were the plans of Gen. Scott. How they
were overruled the Times proceeded to explain in
the same article by saying that the President, in
such a matter as lighting battles on whieh the fate
of the country hun-, was to a very great extent in
the hands of hi* Cabinet. It said :

a battle against bin will. Hut President I 7

governed by noiilimeutM of personal djdikrt wh l
a moet to hatred ft ?

ujniiKe w tiich amount

B^a&tSSSsSSSi
jji.ppe, .0J ,?r;P°.td .;.
Mnir «'n "" i Gr^ey" K,,d the r«d'c»l contemners ol

»K i itblVrnCte,in Military matters are to bear
! 11 be uud"P"tjd. Let ibem have lull possession

rUb If nT.T h8nd UkM ft" ,Lfl re*P°n*ibdity of it«
ruin. II not, let tbim retire and give n|aoe to man . i
Cooler temper and of wi4er beads. Tbe worst thin* the

lunigs 10 artjt at random, an tbey aie now doirip."
Here, then, we have, m the uutoward result of

the '. collision" precipitated by the Tribune on the

j-lst of July, 18C1, the origin of a contest which
has expanded not only into "the proportion of a

campaign," but into the proportion of four suoces-
hivo campaign?, without as yet any end being
reached. The very means taken by the Adminis¬
tration at second-hand from the New York journal
for the purpose of '« cm siting the rebellion by one

prompt battle" caused the struggle to « widen into
war on a gigantic scale." Gen. MeClelJan, at the
a co of Gen. i-cott, was callcd from his victorious
career in West Virginia to retrieve the fortunes of
the Republic, imper.lled and lost by partisan folly
on the field of Bull Run. H0 fir9t addressed him¬
self to the defence of the capital, and, after eduein*
older out of the chaos created by the late rout be¬
gan the construction ot thoso works whieh have
since proved the su.c defence of our city against
the approach of the enemy, and against his ingress
when by military shiftlessuess he has been allowed
to appioach our very gates, as in July last. H,d
it not been for these much derided works, the city
of Washington would have then fallen an easy prey
to a single detachment of Gen. Early's army
On the 31st of October, 1861, Gen. Soott re-

signed his chief command of the armies of the
Union. Gen. McClellan was called by the Presi¬
dent to succeed In his ensuing annual message
t> Congress Mr. Lmcoln thus referred to the con¬
siderations Which dictated this choice :
" With tho retirement of Gen Scott *l. n

duty of appointing, his .tead,' a Genera??,Ch^®'
ariry It h foitunat« ciroumitunre th?t n i/L f tbe
cil nor country wk* there, ao f«r an I kn< « I ""Conn-

of opinion an *. the pniper JT' d'ff^e,,re
retiring chief repeatedly expremed hi* iu^ 'T r1
of Gen McClellan for me poiitioa and in thrTth " »T°r
.eemed to give a unanimous concurrence Tk 2 nHt,"n
ti«n if Gen MoCMIan it, therefore in - I1 desigoa
gree, the aelecfV, or tbe CoHr,try weH oflh^K ' ^
live; and bene-there .a b,tter r«a^n t! h fh/: tlrr»"
be given him the confidence and c.rH. i pe th''rrt w'"
fair implicatn-n, promined, and without^whieh^h1 U"* b>
With ao full efficiency, nerve the Country

ra"»"t,
"It baa ben and that one bad gen. ml i. h,*u

two good one* ar.d the Kajing i« tru5 ?f .

* * tba"
more than that an army ia better direet.!i h
though infer or, Iban by tw.. auperior fwea at v»,"i i
oroa«-purpovea with each other "

"iiince arid

And sj, on llio 1st of November, 1SG1, Gcncr-.l
McClcllati loo.mo (ho GttBtul'io.Chief of the Ar
mien or tlic Uoited Stalc«. lie <00Incj ^ ,,.r.
.nil we tliiok time he rr«]|; h.d, the confidenoo »nd
tl,e support of ,l,e President until the Utter eould
no longer withstand thn "prepare" brooKht to bear
,?",nst Gcn McClellan and Mm,elf. K.r
McClellan was organ,aioR his aro.ics, the .,.,e tur¬
bulent fiClion Whieh had goaded the President ioto
figbtiog the b.ttlo of Hull ltuo before he was re«.
dy, becamo now still mnro vociferous in its onteri.s
againstOen. MoClellan's "delays" The last in
junction of Gcn. Soott to tbe JouogGeneral-in-Chief
had been « never permit any p)w(.r on e,tlh ^
make you deviate from your well-conccived plans,"
and the political strategists soon found that Gcn
McClellan was not a man to bo moved from his
steadfastness. Henoo the violenoo of their clamor
against him. A joint committee of both Raises
of (.on^res* was laised to preside over the "con-
due! of tho war," and it most assiduously perform¬
ed its function by doing nil in its power to destroy
the oonfidcuoe of the people and to weaken tho
faith of the President in Gen. McClellan. Tho
" loyal maxim which inculcates the duty of up¬
holding tho hands of those who bear aloft tho ban¬
ner of tho Republic had not then been invented.
It was reserved for tho benefit of Generals of an¬

other political mould «'lho same radical con¬
temners of experience and science in military af¬
fair*' who had pestered and vilified General Soott
now joined in the effort to hunt down General Mc-
McClellao

Acting under the influence of these " radical
contemners of experience and science in militaryaffairs," the President issued an order on the 37th
of January, 1862, commanding that "the 22d of
February, 1862, should be the day for a general
movement of the land and naval lorces of the Uni¬
ted States against tho insurgent forccs." The
President soems to have assumed that the anni¬
versary of tho birthday of Washington would be a

good day for commencing military operations. All
considerations of weather and of the condition of
the roads at that season of the year were left out
of account. (In the following years tho same ar¬

my, under the, coxtmand successively of Flookcr
and of Grant, did not l)3gin to move until the
month of May.)
On tho 31st of January, 1862, the President o^

dorc I u that all tho disposable forces of tho Armyof the Potomao, after providing for tho safety of
V\ ashington, be formed into an expedition for the
immediate object of seizing and occupying a point
upon the railroad soulhwcst of Manassas Junction."
On tlie 2d of February, drawing, wo presume,

on what Mr. Raymond calls his "military expe¬
rience" in the Black Hawk war, the President
wrote to Gen. McClellan as follows :

.

Executive Mansion,
Washington, February 2, 18(52.

Alijor General McC'LFLLan.Aiy Dear fciir: You and 7
have distinct and different piano for a movement of the
Army of the Potomac. Yours to be done by the Chesa¬
peake, up the Kappahanuock to Urbana, ami across and to
the terminus of the railroad on the York river; mi nr. to
move direotly to a point on the railroad aouthwest of Ma-
uaaaaa.

li you will (jive me satisfactory answers to the following
questions I shall gladly yield my plan to yours :

1 "*t. iJoes not your plan iuvoive a greatly larger expen¬diture o! time ana uiouey than mine t 2d Wherein is a
victory more certain by your plan than mine T 31. Where¬
in is a victory more valuable by your plan than mine 1 4;h.
In fact, would it not be less valuable in this, that it would
break no great line of the et-emy's communications, while
mine would ' 5th. In ca»e of disaster, would not a re¬
treat bo mo e difficult by your plan than mine ?

Yours, nuly, a Lincoln.
On the 8th of March, 1862, the President or¬

dered Gen. McClellan to organize that part of his
army destined for active operations into four arm}
corps, under Gens. McDowell, Sumner,, Heintzel-
man, and Kcyea; and ordered farther that Gen.
Wadaworth takocommaLd of fhe forces left for the
di lence of Washington.
Oa March llth, by order of the President, Gen.

MoCltllao wan relieved e f command of all the army
except tho " Department of the Potomao," and the
Mountain Department was created for Gen. Fre¬
mont, and a large division of MoClellan'a army
was taken away from him to be placed under Fre¬
mont's command. This was the first chango in the
General's plan.

Just as Gen. McClellan wa^ about embarking for
Fortress Monroe, having proviously soat his army
thither, he received the following noto from Mr
Lincoln, written, it will be seen, under a " pres¬
sure," notwithstanding tho latter had, a few days
before, promised not to do what was ordered in the
note:

Fxecutivf. Mansion,
Washington, March 3i, IK'2.

Msj.tr General MCCLELLAN.
My I)i:ak £ik : Ttrs morning I felt constrained tonrd*r

BlAker'a division to Fremont; and I will write this to
»ifiir-.' >ou that I do ao with greH' pain, ut d-Txtand'iig'ha'
you would ui*h it otherwise. If you could Know the full
PRESSURE of the rase I am convinced you woiild justify it,
even beyond a mere acknowledgment that the commaiiuer-
in-chiel may older what, he plear.os.

Yours, very truly, A Lincoln.
It was under such omens that Gen. McClellan

proceeded to iho Virginia Peninsula.
Beforo ho left Washington an .order had been

issued by the War Department placing Fort Mon¬
roe atid its dependencies under his.control, and au-

thcrizing him to draw from the troops under Gen.
Wool a division of about ten thousand men, which
was to be assigned to tho First Corps. During the
night of tho 3d of April he received a telegrsm
from the adjutant general of the army, stating that,
by the President's order, he was deprived of all
control over Gen. Wool and the troops under his
command, and forbidden to dctach any of that Gene-
ral's trcops without bis sanction.

This order left Gen. McClellan without any base
of operations ucdjr his own control.

It was a part of Gen McClellan's plan to use

McDowell's corps for a tiat k movement, which
would have made the immediate evacuation of York-
town a necessity, eveu if did not enable him to
capturc the enemy there. While under fire before
Ycrktnwn he received the intelligence that McDow¬
ell was ordered to remain before Washington

This was- done on the 4th of April. The
troops composing the advance of caoh column
were, during tho afternoon of that day, under
a warm artillery lire.the sharpshooter* even of the
right column b\:ing engaged, when covering rccoo-

noi.-sauces. It whs at this stage and moment of
the campaign that the following telegram was iont
to Gen. McClellan :

Aojutant General's Office, April 4,1«62.
Gen Mct'LEl-I.AN : Hy direction < f ih" President, Gen.

McDowell's ai my corps ha* been detached from the force
ui.der your immediate Command, and the General is to re¬

port to the 8»cretary of War; letter by mail.
L 1 human, Adjutant General.

Did ever a General enter on a campaign under
such malign auspices ?

It was at this same date .that tho following change
in the Military Departments in Virginia was or¬

dered :
' First That ihat portionof Virginiaand Maryland lyingbetween the Mountain 1department am the flue Ridge

.hall constitute a Military D>-partm^nt, to be called tne
IVpaitu ent of th- Hbenand.wb,and be under the command
uf Mojor timeral Banhs.

" Second That ttiat portiou of Virginia east of the Blue
Kid®t' and Wear of tfe Potomac and the Fredei iek«butgand Kichmoi d railroad (including the Department of tbr
District of Columbia and the Country between the Po-
omacand Patuxent) shall b* a military diatriet, to be ealled
the Department of the Kappahaoitoek, and he under the
command of Major General McDowell."
By this regulation the former Military Depart¬

ment of Gen. McCUllin was subdivided into three
eiistinot and independent districts, and the forces
formetly subject to his orders were subdivided into
three distinct and independent commands, of
which he had the most important, but the com¬

mands of Gen Banks and of Gon McDowell were

henoeforth governed in all their movements by
an authority other than that of Gen. MoClellto,whether by the President directly or indirectly
through the Seoretary of War it is needless to in¬
quire, fcinco all acts of an executive character are,in contemplation of law and of constitutional re¬
sponsibility, the acts of the President of the United
States.
We need not pause to demonstrate that the re¬

gulation by which the Administration constituted
tho two separate and independent departments of
the Rappahannock and of tho Shenandoah Valleyproved to be most unfortunate and ill-advised
Whether from the inherent infelicity of such an

arrangement, or from the little wisdom with which
these two departments were directed from Wash- .

ington, certain it is that nothing but lailure and
disaster attended the operations of our armies in
both these military districts.
Though Gen. McDowell was thus removed from

tbe command of Gen. McClellan, an order was sent
from Washington directing Gen. McClellan to ex¬
tend his right wing to the north of Richmond until
McDowell could effect a junction with it via Fre¬
dericksburg, under direotion of the President.
The order to this effect, under date of May 18,18G1, was as follows :
" Gen. McDowell in ordered, keeping himself always inposition to aavetba Capittl from nil poaaibl* a:tark, no tooperate in t » put hiii left wing in communication withyuur right wing, and you are instructid to co-operate ao asto eatabliah tbin communication an noon an possible by ex¬tending your right wing to the north of liichimit.d. It t«believed that thin communication can be safely established,either north or idu Ii of the Patnunkey river In any event,you will be able to prevent the main body of the enemy'slorce* tri m leaving K'chmoml and tailing in overwhelmingforce upon Gen. McDowell lie will move witb betweenthirty five and forty thousand men."
In order to swell the column of Gen. McDow¬

cll the column ot Gen. Banks in the valley of tho
Shenandoah was rcduced to a mere handful, and
an opportunity was thus crcatcd for that incutsion
of Jackson which broko- up all tho military c m
binations formed by the Administration for the rein-
f rooment of Gen. MoClullan, while the Shenacdoah
Valley thereupon became tho theatre on which fc
medley of commands, all moving under orders from
Washington at cross lines and equally cross pur
poses, succeeded in nothing exoept to convinoe the
Administration that its military subdivisions had
proved exceedingly unfortunate. And, as if to
make expiation for the mistake, the three depart¬
ments of Gen. Fremont, of Gen. Hanks, and or
Gen. McDowell were suddenly, by order of the
President, merged into one. Tho unity of com¬
mand which had been disturbed by the order of
April 4th was thus partially restored by the order
which announced, on the 26ih of June, the consoli¬
dation of tho armies of G^ns. Fremont, Bank*,and McDowell into a single army under commmd
of Major Gen. Pope

Rut in the mean time, by the opportunity offer¬
ed for Jackson's foray and by tho panic which U r |fjray crcatcd inofficial quarters, all thought of re¬
inforcing Gen. McClellan had been postponod for
the capture of the rebol force which had introduced
this disturbing element into the military calcula¬
tions of tho Administration. Gen. McDowell was
turned from his proposed maroh in tho direction
of Richmond to j..in in the "chase" of Jackson,who succccded not only in eluding his pursuers,
but who was so inefficiently followed by these
" pursuers" that whilo entrenchments wcro beingthrown up against him ia the valley of the She¬
nandoah ho hurled his entiro force against tho
column of Gen. McClellan at Riohmond, alreadycalled to cope with an enemy believed to bo large¬ly suporior in numbers before Gen Lee had re¬
ceived this sudden aeocssion.

For this fuilnrc of tbe campaign our militaryauthorities in Washington were directly responsi¬ble. No blame in the premises was imputed bythem to Gen. McClellan, and the President, equallydesirous to (xoncrato himself from censure, as¬
cribed the uiftoward reault to u the nature of the
case.

Reviewing the whole campaign in its number of
July 7, 1862, the odi or of tho New Yoik Times,
with all the facts then before, him, wrote as fol¬
lows. The article is interesting because it was

published at a time when that journal had no par¬
tisan purpose to snbscrve, as it now has, by the
defamation of Gen. McClellan. Tt then said :

V It is very ea*y, now that the affair ia over, to perceive
the cause of MeClel.'an'a recent reverse. At the laat n ©-
menl, when leaat expected, and equally to the aurpme-
we have n<> doubt, of Preaident Lincoln, Secretary Htan-
ton, and Gen. McClellan himself, Stonewall Jackson
riiKhed fr< m the Valley of tbe Hbenandoab, attacked with
50,000 men our right wing of 20,000, forced it back and
got in rear of our whole army, untkoui tctoktmnq the rihtL
force matted in front of it by a tingle man. No Geuernl
on earth could make bead aguoat auch a coup de guerre.
If McClellan had stood bi« grouud and fought in auch a
position, nothing in tho world could have prevented the
utter annihilation of the Army of the Potomac. Tbat he
aaved the army agamit auch oJda and under auch oircum
atancea, and tbat he baa been able to place it upon a new
baae of operations from which be may renew his attack
upon tbe rebel capital with increased chanoes of auee-aa,
tfcriti tuch proof of consummmt* generalship at few Itcing
tuldirrt can show.

.'Gen. McClellan was not taken by surprise in an at¬
tack on bis right wing. He foresaw it, and bsd prepared
for it. Ho knew that it was the weskeat part of bia Hie,
and that as it was the on'y cover for hia communica'ioos
It offered very strong trinptahooa for an attack His a-my
was not large enough to cover the whole ol bia long line
He called over and over again for reinforcements to enable
him to do so, but he could not get them. The Govern
aieut bad none lo apsre. While the rebels cau concentrate
their forces upon a amgle point we are under the fstil
necessity of covering a dozen Jackson was ravaging tbe
Valley of the Micnand »ab, and menacing Matylaud and tbe
Capital. Kwell had j lined him with all his foiee. Ihe
Government naturally beaitated about incurring a danger
which came close home to it by sending away its troops to
<uard sgsinat one which seemed remote and doubtful. The
atrengtb of the reb'li at U.ehmond, moreover, was studi
.wsly underrated Predictions were freely uttered that it
would vanish when approached.thatthvir numbers would
prove to be 'ess than thoso of McCleliau'a army, and that
he could very well take care of himself. All these things
had their effsct, They begat in the public mind an un4u%


